LETTER   XXIII.

September loth, 1786.

THE  following  are   some  particulars  concerning'  what
happened, on the day of interment, at Potsdam.

The King arrived at seven o'clock. At half-past
seven he went with the Princesses Frederica and Louisa of
Brunswick, the young ladies Knisbec, Voss, etc., to see
the chamber of Frederick. It was small, hung with vio-
let-colored cloth, and loaded with ornaments of "black and
silver. At the far end was an alcove, in which the coffin
was placed, under the portrait of the hero. This coffin
was richly ornamented with cloth of silver, laced with
gold. Toward the head was a casque of gold, the sword
that Frederick wore, his military staff, the ribbon of the
Black Eagle, and gold spurs. Round the coffin were
eight stools, on which were placed eight golden cushions,
meant to sustain:

1.  The crown.

2.  The golden globe and cross.

3.  The gold box containing the seal.

4.  The electoral cap.

5.  The scepter.

6.  The Order of the Golden Eagle, of diamonds and
other precious stones.

7.  The royal sword.

8.  The royal hand.

The balustrade was hung with violet-colored velvet, A
splendid glass chandelier was in the center, and on each
side was a mutilated pyramid of white marble veined
with black; that is to say, of white cloth, marbled with
great art. The chamber appeared to me to want light.

His Majesty afterward passed into the canopy salon,
hung with black, and adorned with plates of silver from
the Berlin palace; and next into the grand hall, hung
with black. Eight artificial black columns had been
added to this immense hall. Its only embellishments
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